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The ESEP Survey.

PUrPOSE ofi Survey:

Gather Infermation on demographiics, marketing,
and production practices

Examine relationship between producers actual

and desiredl practices
Investigate barriers to altemative grain production

Determine where opportunities exist for the
Implementation of new businesses or products




Miethods ofi Distribution:

Distriputed through Michigan Famm Bureau and Organic
Grewers oft Michigan

Approximately 75 surveys each distributed in:L_enawee,
Monree, Jackson, and \Washtenaw Counties




StUmmary: Stats:

Malled to 361 farmers

Z19 Codes uised to categorize respondents by
geographic region

Grouped Inte counties

72 1respoenses (9 from Jackson, 14 from
Monroe, 26 from Lenawee, 17 from
\Washtenaw, 6 no answer)




Survey Questions

Primany Crops; cormn, Seyneans, Wheat.

SOme oals

Over 96% of respondents usediconventional
methods; 4% fiollowed organic practices.

About 68% of. grain farmers reported profitsin
the last five years; 22% reported that they
broke even; 10% ran adeficit.




Farm Size:

Average farm sizefor all counties;
645 acres

Range from 24'10 5,200 acres

Jackson County average farm size; 332 acres
Mionree County average farm size: 822 acres
LLenawee County average farm size: 794 acres
\Washtenaw County average farm size: 472 acres




Average Acres of Crops by County:
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Percentage off Acresin Corn,
Seyneans, & Wiheat




Calculated Average Yields

Average Yields of Crop Type by County

O Washtenaw
B Jackson

O Lenawee

O Monroe

)
S
3)
<
S
o
o
0
)
=
n
S
m

A O 0
o O O
| | |

Soy

Crop Type




Wnat arecurrent metnod of
conducting grair sales?



Flow are producersselling grain
toclzay?
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tual M etnods

Currenily over 74% <ell rnarket inrougn a
grein eleveior
Lessinan 10% reporied
[0 21l Orocessor

(/1

elling grain clirecily
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L essinan 3% reporied
2L COnsUrner

elling grain directly 1o
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Stailstical Analysls: Potentlal for
Direct to Processor (DiP)

Over rnelf of farrmers Using levaior rmeinod
would prefer ot to.
A slgnificant arnournt of farrners wari to use DiP
as inelr orirnary rmetnod of rnoverneri:
51% corrnfarrners wart o Lse DiP
S7% soyoesn ferrners weant to use DiP
S2Y% wriesl Tarrners wari to Lse DiP



Whnet areine orirmary faciors
rnitlr gel£e netlve grain
orocuction?

Over 10% reporied zic Je~ reto grow grains otner iriarn
COrm, S0y oears, ancl wriest.

N

Mozt noted eliernzilves were ozis, <peli, varley, and

canoley

(

Top three parriersto eliernzilve grain procuctiorn:
Cost of production inputs
Lack of near-oy facilities for celivering narvesied grain
Recernt priceirencstor otner grains
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Prirmary faciors I]m]t]ng or garnic
orocluction
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Farrners do ackrnowledge tnz there |
consurner cernand for organics
Top three varriers:

Weed mitlgeatiorn

Inzect rmarzgerneri

Disezse conirol
Thisrnzay exniolt an opportunity for ecuceton
erouncl orgaric rnansgernarnt



ADECied cnangesin grain
orocduction
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Ferrners very strongly pelieve izt fecleral
suosiclles will e recduced

m

trongly peliey e"he [ New oLsinesses will

JH\/rJ op In SE M tolncresse conversior of
Jreins io consurner J ocls

Felrly <irong enilclgation for an incresse of on-
ferrn grain processing for goods rmore
rnarkeiaole direcily to consurners



Opporiunitiestor Grain Processing
ancl Procduction

\

Whier esiced to rate inierest in poteriilal grain pesed
oroducts, Tarrners reied al] 17 options nignly
6 food pazed] options, 11 nor-food vazed options

1

Ferrnersfavored the following:
FUels Tor norne nezting, engines, end incdustrizl process
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Cooring oils and indusirizl [Uoricants
Livesiock feed

Food peeed interests inclucded oreacl oroducts and flours
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Econormic Opporiunity In Greain
Processing in Soutneast Micnigan

Increzce direct marketing for local grain.

Develop local fecilities for celivering grairl,

Develop naw ork-farrn nandling facilities,

Develop or-ferrn grain processing for goods rmeriesd
clirectly to consurners.

Fromoteircrezse in organic procduction throlgr
eClUCEE O 200UL Organi C rarnzgermant oraci ces
Develop wide variety of orocucts




Next Steps:

Cormnpleie grrJ M Processing regort
Incorporeting ine resulis frorn oiner surmnrner
FSEP sUrveying deiz (frorn consurners,
eizllers, processors, disiriouiors).
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